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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 1040 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIBHITVD 

SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE: RECOMMENDATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
REF: NEW DELHI 0980 

1. FROM ALL AY ATT. ABLE ACCOUNTS. THE DEATH TOLL FROM SUNDAYS 
EARTHQUAKE IN HIMACHAL PRADESH HAS NOW RISEN TO 51. ADDITIONAL 
BODIES ARE YET BE RECOVERED IN THE 150 SQUARE KM. QUAKE-HIT 
AREA. FRESH TREMORS CONTINUE TO BE FELT AND BOULDERS CONTINUE 
TO FALL FROM MOUNTAIN SIDES. FOUR VILLAGES ARE SAID TO BE COM 
PLETELY DESTROYED (ALL BUILDINGS RAZED) AND OTHERS PARTIALLY 
DESTROYED. ALL ROADS INTO THE AREA ARE BLOCKED AND ACCESS IS 
POSSIBLE ONLY BY HELICOPTER. 

2. RESCUE OPERATIONS CONTINUE UNDER THE COMBINED AEGIS OF 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (THE COORDINATOR FOR EVENTS OF 
NATIONAL CALAMITY) AND THE MILITARY. AIRDROPS OF BLANKETS AND 
FOOD CONTINUE TO BE MADE. ARMY MEDICAL TEAMS HAVE VISITED THE 
AREA. RELIEF AND EVACUATION EFFORTS ARE NOW BEING HINDERED 
BY SNOW STORMS, WHICH ARE ALSO PREVENTING AN ACCURATE ASSESS- 
MENT OF CASUALTIES AND DAMAGE. 

THE INDIAN MILITARY, WHICH IS OUR BEST SOURCE ON THIS SITU- 
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ATION, SAYS IT WILL TAKE A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO RESTORE NORMAL 
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COMMUNICATIONS IN THE AREA. 

3. 1 BELIEVE A MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY FROM THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE 
MUCH APPRECIATED. ALTHOUGH SUCH A MESSAGE MIGHT INCLUDE A 
GENERAL OFFER TO HELP IF DESIRED, I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE ARE 
YET AWARE OF A DISASTER OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO IUSTIFY A 
MORE SPECIFIC OFFER. 
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